
“In Partnership for Quality Education” 

Lakewood School District ǀ 17110 16th Drive NE ǀ Marysville, WA 98271 ǀ 360-652-4500 (office) ǀ 360-652-4502 (fax) 

         Highly Capable Program Parent/Teacher/Community – Invitation to Refer Students for 2022-23

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

The Lakewood School District’s Highly Capable Program serves students in grades K-12 who perform or show potential for 
performing at significantly advanced academic levels, demonstrate superior intellectual ability and/or display unusual 
creativity when compared to others of their age, experiences, or environments. 

Included with this letter is a document that explains the details of the qualification process and our program. You will 
also find the form “Highly Capable Program Referral Application” and a parent survey called “Things My Child Likes to 
Do”. 

If you wish to refer a student to be assessed, complete and return the Highly Capable Program Referral Application 
and the Parent Survey document to your child’s school or the district office by January 31, 2023. 

Application Process Dates 

January 31 - Highly Capable Program Referral Application and “Things My Child Likes to Do” survey due 
February 6 - February 17 – All 2nd grade students and students referred will be assessed using the Cognitive Abilities 
Test (CogAT) screener  
April 10 - April 21 - Full Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
April 24 - April 28- Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) meets to review student data and qualification 
Week of May 2 - Results will be mailed to families to inform them of test results and qualification status 
May 19 - Last day to submit letter to appeal the decision of the MDT and return the Intent to    
Participate form 

If you have questions, please call Amie Verellen-Grubbs at 360-652-4500 or email at aVerellen-grubbs@lwsd.wednet.edu 

Sincerely, 

Amie Verellen-Grubbs 
Director of Teaching and Learning 

Visit our web site at http://www.lwsd.wednet.edu 

mailto:aVerellen-grubbs@lwsd.wednet.edu
mailto:aVerellen-grubbs@lwsd.wednet.edu
http://www.lwsd.wednet.edu/


 
Highly Capable Program Referral Application 

 
Date of Referral:    
 
Student Last Name First Name Parent/Guardian/Community Member Names(s) 

Date of Birth Gender (M/F) Home Address 

Current School Current Grade City, State, Zip Code 

Current Teacher Home Phone                                            Cell Phone 

Email 

In the space provided below, please explain why the student should be considered for Highly Capable 
Services. 

 

Consent for Assessment 
 
Referees will be screened using existing data from State and District assessments. Students meeting the 
screening criteria will be assessed using a test of cognitive ability, rating scales for highly capable students, 
and/or other assessments as needed to determine eligibility for services. Parents will be informed of the 
assessment results. 

o I give consent for my child to be assessed as a part of the identification process for Highly Capable 
Services. 

o I do not give my consent for assessment 
 

Parent Signature: Date: / / 



Parent Survey 

"Things My Child Likes to Do" 
 

Your Name,  Your Child's Name   
 

Child's Age,  Child's School,   Today's Date   
 

 
 

1. My child will spend more time and energy than his/her 
agemates on a topic of his/her interest. (For example: Joan 
is learning to sew and spends every free minute designing 
new dress patterns and trying to sew them herself.) 

Seldom 
or Never 

Sometimes Quite 
Often* 

Almost 
Always* 

 
Examples From Your Own Child's Life 

     

2. My child is a "self-starter" who works well alone, needing 
few directions and little supervision. (For example: After 
watching a film about musical instruments, Gary began to 
make his own guitar from materials he found around the 
garage.) 

     

3. My child sets high personal goals and expects to see results 
from his/her work. (For example: Marcy insisted on building 
a robot from spare machine parts even though she knew 
nothing about engines or construction.) 

     

4. My child gets so involved with a project that he/she gives 
up other pleasures in order to work on it. (For example: Don 
is writing a book about his town's history and spends each 
night examining historical records and documents— even 
when he knows he's missing his favorite TV show.) 

     

5. My child continues to work on a project even when faced 
with temporary defeats and slow results. (For example: After 
building a model rocket, Sally continued to try to launch it, 
despite several failures and "crash landings.") 

     

6. While working on a project (and when it is finished) my child 
knows which parts good and which parts are need 
improvement. (For example: After building a scale model 
of a lunar city, Kenny realized that there were not enough solar 
collectors to heat all the homes he had built.) 

     

7. My child is a "doer" who begins a project and shows finished 
products of his/her work. (For example: Mary began 
working on a puppet show four months ago and has since 
built a stage and puppets and has written a script. Tomorrow 
she's presenting her play to the PTA!) 

     



 

Parent Survey "Things My Child Likes to Do" 
 

 
 

8. My child suggests imaginative ways of doing things, even if 
the suggestions are sometimes impractical. (For example: 
"If you really want to clean the refrigerator, why don't we 
move it outside and I'll hose it down— that will defrost it, 
too.") 

Seldom 
or Never 

Sometimes Quite 
Often* 

Almost 
Always* 

 
Examples From Your Own Child's Life 

     

9. When my child talks about something that is very unusual, 
he/she expresses him/herself by elaborate gestures, pictures, 
or words. (For example: "The only way I can show you how 
the ballet dancer spun around is if I stand on my tiptoes on 
the record player and put the speed up to 78.") 

     

10. My child uses common materials in ways not typically 
expected. (For example: "I'll bring a deck of cards when we 
go camping. If it rains, we can use them to start a fire and if 
it's dry, we can play Go Fish around the campfire.") 

     

11. My child avoids typical ways of doing things, choosing 
instead to find new ways to approach a problem or topic. 
(For example: "I had trouble moving this box to the other 
side of the garage so I used these four broom handles as 
rollers and just pushed it along.") 

     

12. My child likes to "play with ideas," often making up 
situations which probably will not occur. (For example: "I 
wonder what would happen if a scientist found a way to kill 
all insects, then went ahead and did it.") 

     

13. My child often finds humor in situations or events that are 
not obviously funny to most children his/her age. (For 
example: "It was really funny that after our coach showed 
us a movie on playground safety, he sprained his ankle while 
lining us up to go back to class.") 

     

14. My child prefers working or playing alone rather than doing 
something "just to go along with the gang." (For example: 
"I always misspell the first word in a spelling bee; then I get 
to sit down and do something I like.") 

     

 

* If your child scores in either of these two columns, it would be helpful if you would write a specific example in the last column, using the reverse side of this 
page if necessary.  
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